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Relationship between Signs and Faith in the
Gospel of John (An Abstract)

Luke Cheung
Lecturer
China Graduate School of Theology

The conclusion of the Gospel of John in 20:30-31, which
also states the purpose of the gospel, points to a relationship
between signs and belief. In this gospel, the words for mira-
cles are Svvapig and épyov. They are both reminiscent of OT
words dealing with the creative and redemptive work of
Yahweh. Closely woven into the structure of the Gospel
which alternates between the narratives on the events of sign-
miracles and the discourse materials that explain the theolo-
gical significance of the signs is the response of the people to
the signs and their significance, either in belief or in disbelicf.

Several observations can be drawn through a close inves-
tigation of how signs and faith are correlated in the entire
gospel. Firstly, one effect of the signs which Jesus performed
was the manifestation of His glory. The ultimate manifesta-
tion of His glory was in His crucifixion and ascension. All the
signs and works of Jesus point towards this end. The percep-
tion of this revelation would eventually lead to believing
Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God. Secondly, not all who
saw the signs performed by Jesus could perceive their signifi-
cance. Those who were “blind” to this revelation disbelieved
in Jesus and even showed hostitlity towards Him. Meanwhile
some experienced a development of faith — from a shallow,
incomplete and supertficial faith grounded on signs to com-
plete faith in the person of Jesus. There were also some who
simply believed in what Jesus said and consequently saw His
glory. There is thus no simple relationship between signs and
faith. The relationship varies and depends on the disposition
of the one who saw or experienced the signs.

The signs and works of Jesus, just as the symbolic ac-
tions of the OT prophets, are symbolic in nature. The signs
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performed by Jesus arc anticipations of the reality of the one
grcat decisive work of God to redeem the world. The dis-
course materials that accompany the record of signs explain
the significance of the signs. Physical health, sight, and lifc
are gifts which contain an anticipation of spiritual life and
well-being coming through the life-giver Jesus Himself. Signs
in John are also parabolic. John'’s use of the same citation of
Isaiah 6:10 in 12:40 to explain the apparent failure of the
signs is used by the Synoptics to explain the failure of the pa-
rables. Signs thus function in the same way as parables as a
challenge, a call to faith.



